Next to a knowledge of those localities which give origin to malaria, is an acquaintance with the laws by which it is propagated. It is properly remarked, that whatever this miasma may be in its simple state, it is only as united with the atmosphere that we know it. It must, indeed, be considered as the very atmosphere itself, where it exists?and its propagation must, therefore, be primarily regulated by those laws which govern the motions of the air. Unfortunately, we do not know much of these laws. The union of malaria with air may be more or less perfect, according to the varying conditions of the latter, as to moisture, and other physical qualities?and it is very clear that its propagation is greatly influenced?perhaps totally suspended, or mightily accelerated, by the ever-varying atmospheric conditions. Though not so capable of becoming durably attached to bodies as the matter of contagion, yet there are not wanting sufficient proofs that malaria is attachable to certain solid, substances, as vegetables, and, perhaps, to the soil.
The first fact which arrests our attention in the propagation of malaria, is be such, or nearly such, in its union with the air. If odoriferous substances be allowed to be analogous, the malarious gas should be most easily united with, and diffused through, a moist atmosphere?as seems to be tolerably well proved to be the case with the matters of contagion generally. A moist atmosphere, indeed, may not only give facilities to the propagation of malaria, but contribute to the production of those diseases which are of a malarious character. But, in how far a moist air is favourable to the primary formation or development of the poison itself, is a question which cannot be solved in the present state of our knowledge. The -propagation of it by air impregnated with moisture, is, he thinks, pretty well proved, not so much by definite facts, as by a great number and variety of probable circumstances. Thus, the popular opinion goes not only to the belief that malaria is conducted by common fogs, but that these fogs themselves are the poison, or, at least, the cause of the diseases. This is the opinion in Holland, in America, and even in this country. The intermixture of malaria appears to be the real cause of the pernicious nature of fogs, making allowance for the effects of cold and moisture at the same time.
? If it were not so, the same diseases which the pernicious fogs of fenny countries produce, should occur in elevated or mountainous situations subject to be involved in cloudS, since the cloud is, in every other respect, a fog. If it were not so, the fogs of dry countries should produce the same diseases as those of moist ones, which they do not; and if it were not so, the westerly fogs that so often arrive in our island from the Atlantic, should generate the diseases of Malaria, like the easterly ones arriving from Holland or formed on our own fenny coasts, which they are never 
